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PSALM 2 Verſe 1e. 
Be Wiſe now therefore , O ye Kings : be luflrutted, ye Judges of the Zoarth, 


HESEth ate clear. 1. That David was Pen-man of this E - a 


OL Rent ogy props pony 
Kingdom, | make ne t But ' It y concerf9s 
the Kabi of Chriſt's Kingdom z for many things in this Fſalm cannot be 
to David, 30. It's clear, this Text has a Connexion, with the pre- 
That the Oppoſers of Chriſt who Rebel againſt him, but (hew their Teeth and La- 
bour in va iat For the Lord will ſercle Chelft's K is the vifible Church, Nill 
| they will chey ; and mock bis Enemies, and vex them till he tuine them, for the Sta- 
| bility of Chrift's Kiagdem is decreed in the Covenant of Redemption, and here it is 
| revealed 3 Chrift ſhall have a full Victory, and dalh them by his Rod, who will noc 
be iaſttucted by his Word: And therefore it's incumbent to all, eſpecially ro Magi- 
ſtrats, to learn their Leſſon and be wiſe in time, to Adore, Embrace, ſubjet them- 


| be conſumed inthe Flame of his wrath, % 
This Text conta ing an Exhortation, wherein we bave; 1. The Perſons exhorted, 


| 


Kings. aud Judges. 2. What they are exhorted to 3 to take InftruRion, that they may 
| be wiſe, 1J Tie Comnenion, therefore be wiſe» 4+ The ſeeſonableneſs of jt» now 


therefore, if ever, leaſt it be too late afterwards z when there is no place for Rev | 


Ace. 


1 offer ſome Queſtions, 1, What is that to be wiſe, be Inftruſted ? Anſw. I; j 
that hates Inſtruition, is BrutiſÞ, Frov. 12.1. 4d 4 Fool Who rucs It ont of time, When 
his Fleſh and Bones are Conſuned, by ſevere Correftion, Prov. 5. 11, 12. And 4 is 
out of bis Wits, ill be repent; For it's ſaid of the repemting Prodigal, Lukes 1 5.17. 
' When he came to binſelf. be was not at bimſelf before, He that is in a coutſe of Sin in 
| Scripture, is called a Fool and Mad; the Drunkard, Unclean, Oppreſior, and Perie« 
cuter : Paul (»yes of himſelf, he was excredingly mad «geinſt the Church, Ay 26, 12. 

Queſt. 2, What Wiſdom is that which they ſhould udie > duſw. There is a three» 
fold Wiſdom, 1. There! y Policy, that makes a Man his own Burris. 3, There 
is Moral Prudence, t to ſerve his Generation, 3+ There is Chriſtian 


Wiſdom, that makes for Heaven, ; 
Porche falt, worldly . Theendeof i ae the luttof the Fleſh, che oft of 


(3H _ | * 
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ſelves, and do homage to Chriſt, leaſt if they kindle his Anger by provocation» they 


A 


take 
| your leſſon from the Word, where true Wiſdom is to be found, and Repent: br be © 


\ 
2 


—— 


(4) | 
che Eyes, and the pride of Life. 2. The means fox attaining theſe ends are correſpog. be 
dent ” Memulp , Self love, Diſtruſt or ſuſpicion, Diſparagemen: — Detraction, Com! Ex 


ce or Neutality, Reſervedneſs or, Cloſſneſs , Surprizal > ot Advantage, Irreligi, en 
p 8 or Atheiſnte. 3 T he Mara n the uſe of theſe Mens, are 1 From the = 
1 


o 
i 

nets and incooliftenete,of Mans both Life & Temper ,for bringing an reat D: ſigu ab&u, N 
2. The Emergency of indiſcernable Accidents, chat will be — — 3. The ed 
Miſcarriage of Inftruments that muſt he employed. 4. The competition of Adverſe Partiel 2 
that will be ſure to hinder what they may. This is not the Viſdom meant in the 1 ext, id 4 
being Earthly, Senſual, Deviliſh, and from below. James 3, 1 f. Ic is but Craft, and © 
ſuch plat ag. are for themſelves. 1 Cor. 3.19. He takes the wiſe m ihe (in cr0ftineſs fe 
2. For Moral Prudence, 1, the ends of it ; are, Peace, Safety, Contentment and Uſes N 

| fulneſs, 2, The means atta in ing their ends are four. 1. Moderation in our Aﬀe&tions, 1 
G 

r 

U 

f 


Opioide > Diſcourſes, and Expenſes. 2. Recognition in our Cuftomyy 
utiomt, and Uodettakin 3. 44 Integrity in our Dealings, Wor dg. Yrgfeſli 
Budea vu. 8. Improvement of our inclinations, Abilities, iftereſts and: inju 
Mistakes of the world about it, are, Difficulty, Stupidity, Severity and Sin rity 
This Moral Providence is included in the Text. 
3. Chriftian wiſdom, the Ends of it ate, 1. Reconciliation with God, VVe ar 
to Notice theſe things about it · 1. The means of it, The Covenant of Grace. 2. Th 
Parties to be reconciled to an <frended God, eſpecially in his Juflice and Holi- 
" neſs , and offending Man, in whoſe «fence there is a condemning Guilt , an 
commanding Power. 3. The Remedy is Chriſt's Death; the price and the Power of 
it. 4. The Condition applying, is the Grace of Faith, 5, The Grant or Tenor, in which 
this Covenant runs, God our God, ard me hi: people. 
The ſecoad end of this Chriftian Wiſdom, is Co munion with God; the means of it. 
che New Birth; whereof God i the Author, the inſtru ment is the word , the ſeat and 
ſudjcct of it, Mans clperially his will: The manner Spiritual. who attain this Wiſdom | 
have advantage: in crofles, Co fle, Deſertions aud Death. This is the Wiſdomthat | 
is mainly meaned in the Text, ©. 3. Who are underſtond by Kings and Judges 2 4. 
Mari[trats, Supreme and Subordinat. both theſe are joy:;ed in the Old Teſtament here. 
and in the promiſe, Iſaiab 32. 1. Brhold , a ing (hall reign in righteonſneſi, and princes (bal | 
rule in judgement, And in the Ne Teftament, in Peter's exhortation to ſubjection, to the | 
| King as Supreme, or unto Governiurs 45 ſent by him. And in Paul's exhorcation to pray«ryfor 
Kings, and all that are in dutbority,, t Pet, 2, 13. 14. 1 Tim, %. 2, Whey ate theſe 
joyned ? To ſhew that Migiſtrats muſt not deſue to be (olitarv and independent: It 
would be 2 burden too heavy, even for voſes alone, to rule a Nation or a great City; 
wo to him that is alo de, and bath none to counſel him: In the multitn le of counſelloys 
there is ſafety, prov. ut. 14, Tete is 3 Common wealth in beſt caſe , whey it hath a 
nod King, aad adjoyne to him, as Eyes, Ears, and Hands to aſſiſt in Juſtice, good 
nifters of State, and II det · Ruler: And a good wile King will chooſe ſuch ; now 
boch ſupreme and ſubordinate Magiftrats have need of Wiſdom; For, if « King be a | 
foo}, alchough his Couriers; and ſubordinate Officers were ucver ſo wiſe, they will 
not manage him be will be a willtul fool, and tuine himſelf, who will, Sho, will 
not: Aud if a King were never ſo wiſe, if his Counſellouꝛs be Fooliſh, Selfich, Kage 
viſh, they will make his Throne totter, and hazard che falling of the Crow off his 


cad, 


* 


$.) 

reſpog. herd, and make the Common- wealth ſmart, Many obſerve, under Nervs a good 
Com. Emperor, by reaſon of wicked Under Rulers, the Roman Common wealth was ia worſe 
rreligi, caſe chan under Nero, c 

(Kage, Q, 4 Why it this Exhortation to Ning and Judges ? Have not others need of 
br. Wildom as well a they? A4nſÞ, Others are netexcluded, but theſe are mainly exhort- 
3. The ed, for fix Reaſons; t. Becauſe they are under greateſt Obligations to Cod. 2. They 
Parties are lyable to the greateſt Temprations. 3. They are io hazard of the greateſt Spares. 
ext, id 4. Becauſetheir Authority and Example, good or bad, has a great weight and influ- 
© and ence; if they be ſound and wiſe, they may do much ſervice to God, and ns much diſ- 
eis ſervice, if not ſo. 5. Becauſe they need moſt Wiſdom, and oft conceit it, yet great 
due. Men are not alwayes wiſe, Jeb 32.9, 6. Becauſe Chrift has but few Friends and 
tions, Followers in that Categorie of Meng 1 = 1. 26. Notmeny Noble, &c, They pre- 
4p - ſume upon their own power and greatnels, and think m below them co ſubmit to him; 
z an 


and they are in hazard co misken themſelves, and their Maker alſo. 8X5. 5. 2. Pha« 

raob (aid, Who ts the Lord that | ſhould obey bom > But he that would nor know God b 
ry oy” inflrution, was made to know him by his own, ard bis great Hoſts De- 
uon. 
. Q. 5. What ſott of Masgifirats are there to be found? 4n/w, come diftioguiſh 
The them in reſpeR of theſe ſeven; 1, In r:(pet j urhdi tt ion, ſome are Superiour,: who 
loli-) have none above them but Gd, a+ Emperor, King, Dictat r, Srnate ; or inferious, 
24 who are appointed hy che Superiour, as are all interiour Governours ard Olſfcery 24 
of Inreſprtof Religion, ſome are Brlievers, as Joſpue; ſome li fidels, and (> areccither 
ſuch a5 perſecute Religion, 2s Herod and ullan: or tollerate ic, as a Jahn, 3. In te- 
ſpest o Obie&s,fo ne ate Togati, Gowm men nnd Govefncurszione are hn, Sv org + 
it, men, Martial Hen. 4. In reſpect of bufineſs, (me Counc:-ilours , ſome Senators 
ad ſome Judges, 5. In re ſpect of Office, ſome are La givers, ſome zre Law: keepers, as 
mn | Juſtices, and the like. 6. In reſyect of Dignity, ſome have Dignity an not Auto 
lat ping, as ſuch who enjoy the title of Dukes, B 5 Lords, Knigtits, or. Gentlemen; 
of. fome hve Dignicy and Auchoriy alſo, a$ ſuch of any of the former kind, or the like; 
a8 are likewiſc called to 3nvOrfice of Rule and Gaveroment. 7 They 2) be well diſtin- 
g guilhed in reſpeR of Adj ts ſome are by (;od's permiſſion, unla wtol or bad Mag iſtrati 
be | at having ( in relpect ot the manner) attained their places by unlawfuj me ans, or coex- 
IF | . guerciſe heir Authority with Crueley ot - attialuy: ſuch an one was Saul. & chele area 
e peoples Judgement * ſome are by God's Approbation, Lawtful Juſt, and good Magi» 
Rrates, who co ne by their power by lawful El:&ion, or ſucceſſion and do exerciſe it 
well; ſuch an one was David, th ſe area Peoples M-rcy : God ſhifred by Su, curſed 
5 Race, and chnoled the ſon of Jeſſe, who ma le no gres / ſhew., but a Man full of Spirit, 
and a Manly Excellent Spit ie ; an to the boot, 4 Man according to Gods en heart, 


t Sam 13. 14. And we juige we have 2 King cowes as near this Mark, as any King of 


Scots me read of fince ever there was one. 

? Moreover, we read of three (orcs of Kings, firſt Macbiavel; King, who may be cal- 

led a Tyrant, 21. The Popes K ug, who way be called a Have. ly, God's King 

who oaly deſerves the N mp; Fit for Macl}ivelhig King take theſe Five. He quccts 

hin not to cite how he coo a KingJom, ſo he way have it; By nuch or Fa/ſhuod, 

Right or Wong, Craft or Ciuelty: mukeining God and Providence, he loo enly | 
to 


=_ (6) 
| to Fortune and fleſhly Wiſdom, and commends to him che etuelty of the Lyon, and 
 craftofthe Box, ly. For his diſpoſition, he forbids him to be Religious indeed, but 
to ſeem ſo che ſne of it is enaugꝭ to do his Turn with Man, whom he alene reſpeft;, 
and that only to deceive him: Au although they who are near him, know his Picty to 
be Feigaed, yet date not refift the comman Opinion of People, who count him Religious 
indzed : H: reck0as Conſcience and the fear af So care to pleaſe him and be approven 
of him ui Cutthroars of policick Deſig as, and chat which m Efeminace and breaks 
Courag: ; b:ciulſe itteaches M:a to ſeek Heaven, and contemm the Glory af the Warld, 
he Lea ves Religinn co luch as he councs baſe Spirig. aud Sets up Atheiſm and deep Hypo- 
criſte ia irs place. 3ly. For Goveramencs he adviſes his Prince to have ſufficienc Witt of 
himſelf. at leaſt to think. chat he hath ic 3 To be jealous of all, and keep cloſe his Iaten - 
tions from the be, leaſt his purpoſes be fruſtrat. Oy. fg dire them not to count his 
Gods Pcople, but his own, aud that not as tree Mica, but as Slaves, Fly. For 
his end he adviſes him to k-ep hiy Feaple im continual diſcord, to expone their Concard 
i - There is nothing ſo terrible to him as good correſpondeace,in the munual 
lligence of their Aﬀairs, Like Nero, be care; not tbey bate him. ſo they fear bim. This 
ivePs godleſs policy which he ſaw aRed at the Court of Reme, under Pope Alex- 
ander thefixth, Ami thus dire ted Borges his ſon 3 chis is called wiſdom in the World, 
but it is extreme madneſs ; for befide the ſin . which they regard not, they procure their 
own ruine by ſuch means asetey choſe for eftabliſhmenc. 

Secoadly, For the Popes King or Shave, he ſets up and cafts him down at pleaſure, he 
injoynt him to ſerve him a ſolutely in a blind Obedience; and co maintain Idolatry,and 
periecute the Truch, ho are fol ia theſe ate his Greateſt Darlings ; He keeps his Kings 
under Tutorie, and ſuffcrsrbem not to Rule by Gods Word, and the wheleſome Laws of 

their Kingdoms, but Thrufts on them his Breives, and Commands by hi: Legati. 
zy, For Gods King, He comes to the Throne in Gods Mercy, both te himſelf and 
| he is Religious in his Diſpoltriow,. acknowledges his advancement to be of 
God, forgets not he is Gods Subject; In Government, learns Wiſdom from other Meas 
folly, and Labouts to do Gods Work, by Gods Wiſdom, making his Commands the 
Men ofhbis Counſel ; He counts his People, not Slaves, but free Men, even Gods People 
Who has firſt Right to them chat his Power over them is not Abſolute, but Delegate; 
for which he muſt be countable to Gad 3. by all means ſeeks their wealch and peace, 
_ their Hearts more than their Goods, and reckons tei Love his beſt guard under 


The point of DoRtrine I wauld inſiſt an, is this, That it is the Intereſt of Mapiſtrets, Su- 
Preme and Subordinate, to learn to be Wiſe 3 And it anſwers the Scope of theſe Words, they 
ſhould ſo endesa vour wiſely to M their eminent truft,as they may be moſt dubſervi- 
ent to the Advancement of the K. of Chriſt, and be approven of him. I hal ob- 
ſerve this order, firft whence mult they Learn this wiſdom? 2ly, Wherein Hand- this 
wiſdom Mag ifiracs hould- Learn F zi Why ought they co be thus wile f 4ly. Some 

application of all, . | | 
Pirſt, Magiftrats muſt Learn Wiſdom fromthe Wordof God, Deut: 17.18, 19. 1's 
enjoyned to a king, when be h on the I brows of bis Kingdom, that he ſhall write a copy 
of this Law in « book out of thet web i before tb Prieſti, the Levites ; And it ſhall de With 
„ aud be Jhall read therein all the days of bis life, that be may learn to fear tbe Lord bis God, 
fo 


- . ov . ©» uh bus wc. i 


„ —{ ww . . Sn CR 
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| (7 Anu 

ho ker? all the words of this L- v, and theſe ſtatutes to do them; I fat bis heart be net lifted up at se 

bis brethren, end that Le tun not ae from tht command ment, to the 1ight band wor ts _ 

To the ena that Fe may prolong bi dey) in bis kings em, Ir and Lirobildren m the widft of Ifrael, | 
'3 injoyned 7-Prob x Governcur, Jſtnab. 1. 7 8. Only be thru eng and very — 

that then mot N obſerve to do, attor amg ts all the lan Which Moes 13 /e bent comme 

thee ; Turn wt you it, tothe 2 band, or to the leſt, that tles m. jeſi proſper whitherforver 


then geeſt, This book of the lat fhall not depart out of thy womb, but ther ſhalt meditas 
tn day and nigbt, that thou maye - ha do arcording to all that is wren therein ; for them 
theu fhalt wake thy Way pre 1 iben thou ſhalt beve good ſucceſs, This word is able to make 
the Man of God, Magiftrat or Minifter, wiſe to Salvation, perfeft, at d threvghly ſur- 
aifhed for every good work, 2 Zim, 3. 15, 17. By this word, Dovict avi g icever with 
him, was made Wiſer than bis ene mies, had more enderſt ending then ile Ania, and bys 
Teachers, Halm 119, 98, co, 100. Alas! There are tut ico few ar crg cur great Ones, 
that have acquaintance with the VVord,that way be applyed to many, Jer. 3. 99. They 
bave rejefied the word of the Lord, and What Wiſdom is there in them | | 
Queſt, VVherein flands this VViſdom,Magifſtrars ſhould Studie : 4nſÞ, Solcmon ſays, 
Prov, 4.7. VViſdem is the principal thing, therefore with all thy gerting get under- 
— It is ſuppoſed, Job. 38.2, Some derken Counſel by 0d; Di Knowledge; 
True VViſdom Rands not in VVords : | confeſs good Diftion and Expreffcn, accep» 
table VVords with Eloquence are not Deſpicable Ciſts; Bur the main puch, Beauty and 
VVorth of VViſdom conſiſt in Action, 76h. 13, 7. Chriſt ſays, f you know theje things hapo 
Yer he, if ye dothem;, Plalm. 111.10. Good beve all they that krep bis Come 
wander, James 3.13. bo — Man, and endued With knowled 
dirs ſhe» out of a good Converſation bis yo : All would be called 


n eng you? 144 


Wile, and f pretend 4 7 ty felf wiſer than ſeven 
the no tot, even 2 t imfelf wiler 
that can retder _ Prov. 26.16, Bur would Men be wh at they af:& to be 


repored, truly wiſey then mult rkey Study Meecknefs, in Cor verſaricn; and Fo 
* ooh e ee Prudence. Deut. 5. & N 
theſe Statutes, is your FWiſdom : There be four ſorts of Perſons ſcored by here. . 


The Worldly wiſe, who are cunning to eſfectuate theie Carnal purpoſe» 3. Such 6s 
content themſelves with Humane Knowledge, and can Reaſon in Natural Things; but 
know not Ged, nor themſelves, ſuch do but go Wiſely toMell. Spe], deſcen= 
aun in Inforaum, Hiern, 3. Such as hunt after Notions and Sublime Speculationss 
knowing 278. may know. 4. Such as are ſnſully Crafty to deviſe wickedneſs. 
Cor. 14-20. Be not Children in Underſtanding, but in Malice be ye Children : happy 
Souls neyer enters into fins ſecrets. | 
Honourable Worthics, in Charity 1 judge, I need not c ffer InfiruRtion to many for 
Information ; yet there may be ſome, what ever ſmack they bave of Himare Policy, 
would be no worle to learn more Morality, and the Elements of Divine Wiſdom, and 
ſure all needs upſtirring to more Practiſe. 


Now I will tell you whercin the Wiſtom of Magiſtrati fiandy not, and then wherein 
Rand. 1, 


it doch 2 undue con ending. — — cevenring 
ove another, jeaft ye be conſumed me of another ; Gal. 5.1.5. The beginni'g of ſtrife is lde the 
way 4 the waters to Prov, 17.2% conſeſs there h a law contending, ror 
oaly for Truth, and the ofthe Goſpel, Jud. 3. Phil, 1,27, but even for infericur 


things, b. 31.1 3.14.1 8,23. he admits his hyrli ad their Right, thei 
E the caſe f my man {ent #7 of my maid ſervant, whey Weg 


_ 1 Secondly, Ius nor wildom in 


2 2 
K . 
575 


ſervant, ven 
contended with me; What then ſhall I do, ben God riſeth ap? And When be Viſleth, Wont 
(hall 1 anſwer him 2 Did not be that made me in the womb, make him ? and did. not ens ſuſbion 
whoth in the/womb ? For deſtrattien from Gad wa; aterrour to me, and by 1sſon of bis highmeſs. 
1 could wot endure, As it he had (aid, if | bad uſed my power to overthrow his bath x1ghts 
i beard them patiently and inc ifferently. aad did them right even again my ſelt, if by any | 
mifiaformation or paltipn, | had donethem Injuty 1 What Apology ſhall I make when 
| am calꝭd before God's Tribunal > Who will examine all my Action,, and patticular- | 
ly what is bet wixt me and my Setvaut; altho he was my Servantycy wy fellow Crea- | 
cure, made by the ſame God, after $ lmage as lam, and there /oxejone ot God's Sub- 
jedi, whom l could not abuſe mickout the Injury of bis Supreme Lord: al ho by Power: | 
and luceteſt, 1had little reaſon to fear Man, | fioodipaweol G d. and of bis Judge | 
ment, and made it my Buſineſz to pleaſe him; ſo he admitted their Debzie. 4 
conſeis there would be examination of the principal nd rite of Debate · i from pride 
and envy, then conſufion and every evil work way be the conſ quent, James 3. 36: 
there is due ſeaſon and right methods and meaſures that would be followed, the mils and 
miſtake in theſe, may mare a very cleanly Dy6gn,. and Eflays for Pes ce ill managed j in 
ſtead ol being water to qucach the fire, | may prove ©ylio increaſe. thefl.me : lt / obſeg/ 
vable and com nend able, although 4 aham ſy pet iot and elder chan Lot, aveigded walea» 
ſonable contendl ings . when the Canaaniies were ia the Land, Gen, 18. and yielded 20 Lo, 
Whoſe choiſe proved his puaiſhment: It is no iſpatagement io the higheth, to Princes 
Clemency and Conde'ceadency to theſe below them, even ſuppching ſome Tranſgreſſion, 
Prov, 19.1 1, It is be 2 bf amen 10 paſs over a tran(greſſion,en bis SG to defer anger 1 
and far more is it the bound quty of inet iou toy id. and nog,unmanaerly to pri wü 


theſe abave them iq} cy hy i ho LR th. | PEACE; 
, g Hentstde gere NN. 


N 
ir Net 
and become guiliy of cheſe flag, * ovaked 
which is due den yed, or things uni co 
of things in their o Na ue indit {nf 


, 


y Ii 


heſe ,nvefled with, it, to dt 
Was. and they Nie Ku 
ange, thata Rigourand | 
ded · He Rules with moſt Comfort and cexmho keeps moſt room in the Aff. 
ont: and they are likelieſt to be the Mea of the hromiſe, to build the Old waſte Placer,: 


raiſe up the Foundations Of many Generations, io bs called the Repairers of the * 
t 


| N . 
2 
e 


g/meſs 
tigbt, 


y any | 


. CHI | 
> qr of Paths ao Seu was looſe L Lars of ——— — un - = 
heavy burdens, and let the Op £0 free, a ee » ww people 

uſt 8 ; and lmpoſe not, nor Continue what is forbidden and Condemned 
Iſala £ . 6, 11. 5 
/ Thirdly it is not VViſdom for Magiſtrats, to be too credulous, but to try ere Gen Tk 
chat they be mot Influenced ,& lmpoſed upon, & bad lmpreſſions made; Satan may borrow 
Peters Tongue to give bad Advice to his Maſter Matth. 16. 2. A near Relation may while 
what 15 dangerous, and prove a ſnare. 2Chren. 23-3. 4he2ieb his mother counſel 
led him to do wickedly. Saul hearkned to falſe deceitful Slandering Dorg, Pal. 52, 
a grear Perſecutor of David, who had done great ſervices to Saul and taken great Ven- 
cures for him. Kings would beware of all, of ſuch Complect ion who may involve them 
in Guilt and Danger, and all Courtiers and Favourits of Princes, would beware of any 
Tiacture of ſuch a Diſpofition ; Magilirats of all Degrees hat need of two ears to hear 
boch Parties» and of diſcreet Ears to try the Truth of what is Related, and the Defignof the 
Relator, Job, 12.11. As the Mouth taftes Meat, ſo the Ear tryes words, None 
except againſt chit vati ing. ſor the beſt of Men may be warned againſt the worſt of Sins. 
Lake 2134. Chriſt warned his Diſciples againſt theſe Sine, that none could have 22 
ed their Diſpoktion toward: Gluttony, and Dtunkenneſs; they appeared to ly far from 
the Temptation to theſe : Yet all Men ate Mea, and having Corruption ate not without 
the reach of Tempration, the beſt of Men, and beft of Kings have made flips, Noab, Lot, 
David, What 1 ſay to one, * Chriſt ) / ſay to all. batch; Mark. 13. cloſe. 
4. It is got che wiſdom of great Men to ſeek them(elves,or great things for themſelves, 
this is reproved in Baruch. Jer. 45, and an old Complaint of the Apotile » which may 
be renewed. Phil-2. 21, All ſeek their own things, and not the things of Jeſus Chriſt. 
it's a Mark of Diſhonour, and a Brand of infamy in any, eſpeclilly in great Men, to be 
Self- ſeekers, who live wholly to themſelves, like the Grave wherein all chat is gotten is 
buried, and kept cloſs, and nothing brought forth to publick Benefit, on the Tombs of 
theſe it may be written; ſuch a man ſoughe -himſelf when he lived , and loled himſelf 
when he ; Self ſeek ing diſpiriti a Man, and makes him cold and cowardly in 
God 's Cauſe. This Self is the carnal corrupt part called Fleſh, that (ways the whole 
Man. Chriſt and this Self are contrary ; you cannot ſerve theſe two Maſters ; this Self 
will make finners ſay, concerning the Word of Life* 7he word that's ſpoken to ws in the 
Name of the Lord, ve will not de it, but What proceeds out of our o Monch, Jer. 44.16, 
19. And concerning Chrift, we Will not bave this Man to Reign over v1, Luke 19.14, 
For the Lord" ſake, ſhake off its Goverament, reſiſt its Reaſonings, diſobey its Come 
mandy, refuſe to follow its inclinations or to (atisfic its Luſtings. 5. It's nota Magi» 
ſtrates Wiſdom to prefer ſecular Aﬀairs to the Lords, they were te proved. Haggal. i. 
Who dwelt in Ceiled Houſes, when the Lords Houſe lay waſte : This is Machiavelians 
Wiſdom, to fingul-ce and make all Interefts of Religion ſubſervient co Secular and Civil 
Concerns 3 this is the principle of that damaed — Hierarchie : This WiC 
dom js but Craft, however it be plaftered over 3 ben who withdrew the people 
from the eſtabliſhed worſhip of God pretended their caſe; and not only Tollerate, but 
Eſtabliſhed another way of Worſhip, for which cauſe the Lord draws a black line on 
his — — oft ſtigmatizing him thus j Jeroboom the ſon of Nebet wha made 1ſrael 
ro fon, a ing! 10. 3m. & c. 
6, A iſtrates wiſdom Rands not in — and upliftednefs of Spirit; proud PHharaob 
ſaid wh0 is tbe Lord? Exod. 4. 2, Butthe * laid his pride as he did * 7. 
a he 


(10) EY | 

- The king of Sriat, Iſiab 10. Nebucbadnceg ars, Dan. 4. True wiſdom humbleth 

and adyanceth to Honour, Prov. 15. 33. Before honour is humility; It's the ready way to 
honour both from God and Man to be humble, and gains love and reſpect from both, 
whereas pride procures hatred and contempt, Cor, 3, 18. 19 men among you feem 
to be wiſe in this World, let bim become 4 1 that he may be wiſe: If any man would be 
wiſeco Gad, wiſe to eternal Life and Salvation, let him be content to be accounted 
a fool by che men ofthe world ; The proud man and the fool gets one name; 1 TI. 6. 
. The original Word fGgnifi:s ſmoak, importing, that the proud man has a tumour, 
and is puft up with ill and noiſome Air. 
7. It is not the wiſdom of Magiſtrats to overlook dangerous perſons by a cruel indul- 
gence;one Acben ſpared my endanger the whole Camp of Iſrael; Traitouts to Kirk and 
State would be duely noticed: I am not for Rigour,S:verity-and Blood,and would be far 
from ſaying, what a Preacher in the South of Scotiand(aid, within theſe twelveyeats, preach- 
ing before the Juſticiary Coarr, of ſome that he called Phanatieti, He d-fired the Lords to 
dye their ſcarlet robes in theſe Mens ſcarlet blood ; At which they themſelves bluſh d. This I 
had from Perſons of Credit, Ear - witaeſſes, ſome whereof are yet al ve. But ſure Perſons of 
a Dangerous Complex on to undermine the State, wovld be incapacitate and put out of 
reach to h:zard the Common-wealth. It he were a Church- man; an Abiathar, be 
might be ſent to Anatho;h, 

Q. But wherceia Rands the wiſdom of Princes and Magiſtrates > Anſ. 1, In having 
2 good foreſight, and not to be fiiff-head-Arong and willful ia what may endanger 
(not well adviſed ) A; David in an humour would not be put of to number the peo- 
ple, 2 5am. 4. Notwithſtanding Fob told him, it might provoke God, and pro- 
duce ſad :ff:cts, for 70 thouſand died for it: Princes in their reſolutions and purpoſes, 
would have a reſerve to charge meaſures on ſecond thoughts, eſpecially in what con- 
ecrns ſecular Affaits; ſo did Dav'd when provoked by an unmannerly Cloun 3 1 82m. 25. 
But for things directly tending to God's Glory, conſtancie is a commendation : David 
never changed his purpoſe of building the houſe of God, and paying his Vows, P/al, 
66 14,15. Tal. 119. 105,112, Pſal, 134 4,5, 

2. The wiſdom of Magiftrats Rands in acquainting themſelves with the word of 
the Lord, which makes the ſi myle wiſe; ſome are Branded Jer, 6,10. The word of 
the Lord is to them a Reproach, for they have no delight in it; they mock Picty , and 
Scripture, the rule ot Piety, (ach are in the bigheft Claſſe of Sinners, who are in the ſeat 
of che Scorner, as ſome tranſlate ir, the Chair of peſtilence, importing, as ſuch are pla- 
gued in their own Spirits, ſoare they the plague of their Generation; Ah! This pla- 
gue is ton rife among us: But be ye not Mockers leaſt your bands be made ſtrong. I- 
ſaiah 18. a2, God will caſt a Chain of his wrath about ſuch, which, it Mercy and 
Repentance prevent not, will grip and ſmart them to all Eternity. But I ſay» Magiftrats 
who would be truely wiſe, not only for Ecernal Life, but for Humane Affairs and So- 

vernment, would acquaint themſelves with the word of Sod. where the Rules of So- 
vernment are inſert, the fins of Goyernours related with che Snares they have fallen in by 
committing ſuch Sins , the examples ot good Governours for imitation are ſer before 
them, and che examples of the bad as Beacons to warn of Dangerous Rocks on · which 
others have Split. 

3- The widom of Magiſtrats andy, in the right ordering of the Kingdom, tbe State 
in Civil Affairs, che Church in Religious Matters, promoting Religies, and the 

ordering of their Per ſons and Families. 1. 
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1. Ia right ordering the State in Civil Affairs, for ie will never be well with the 
Church, if not well with the State ; for the wicked Will walk en every ſide, when vileſt 
Men are exal:ed, Pſalm 12, laſt ; When the wicked riſe, Men hide themſelver. Prov. 28. 
28, Whentbe righteous are in Authority, the people rejeyce; when the Wicked bear rule, the 
people mourn, Prov. 29. 2. David was of à good mind Mine eyes ( faid he ball be 
upon the faithful of the Land, who walkin a per bart, that they may dell With me, and 
I will deſtroy Evil doers from the City of tbe Lord. Plal, 101. 6, 8. 

There be four ſorts of Perſons Dangerous in a State, and who endanger Crowned 
Heads, and runs them on Precipices - 1. Syc-phants and Flatterets, ſuch were the 400 
falſe Prophets to cha, 1. Kings 22. 2. The Euvyous, ſuch were the Courtiers about 
Darius, Dan. 6. 3. Selfiſh, Ambitious and Covetous Men, who ſeck the glory of their 
own Houle, ſuch a ene was Heman,F/ther 3. 4. Heady and YoungCounſellours, like Re- 
hoboams, who occafioned the Revolt of the ten Tribes, 1 Kings. 12, 

Now then it is the wiſdom of Kings, to make right Choice of Favourites ſor Truſt, 
and to have ſuch in the Government as are deſcribed. Ex d, 18. 21. . Able men, foe 
Greaineſs , Reſolution, Courage and Conſtancy of mind, the beft preſervative »gainft 
Partislity, and corruption in Judgement 2. Men fearing God, that will refirain them 
from all injuſtice, even when they have Ability and Opportunity to injure» 3. Men 
of truth, Faithful, ſuch a5 love the Truth, and diligently labour to find it out in all Cauſ- 
es, apd paſs true and right Sentence without reſpeR of Perſons, 4 Men hating Cove 
touſtieſs, Gifts, and Bribes, the great Corruprers of Judge! and Judgement, overthrow- 
ing them, Prev. 29.4. For when Gitts gets hold oa the Heart, they blow a Duſt in the 
Eyes of the wiſe to blind them; 

It is the great Wiſdom of Magiſtrats to be careful that Juſtice be Diſpenſed diſcreet» 
ly, ſpeedily expeding Cauſes, (not fretting the Spirits of people by undue delays) 
imparrially an univerſally to all, reſolutely, couragiouſly, righteouſly, exactly, ſober- 
ly and diligently ; And thus Judgment returning unco Righteoulneſs, and all the ppright 
in heart ſhall follow ir, Pſal, 94, 15, 

20, Good Laws, which are the Sinews of Societies would be Enacted ; the gteateſt 
perfc&ion whereof ſtands, 1, In the ir conformity to that prime aud etethal Law of God, 
the Law of Laws, 20, In their vigour when they are put in execution: written Laws 
are for direction, and the living Law (that is the Magiſtrate) is for A Gion, to ſee thar 
direct ion obeyed; Laws are not made for Theory, bur for Practice, and the beſt 
practice on tne part of the People is obedience, and on the part of che Migutrat, Exe- 
curion, when Rewards, and Puniſhments are duely applyed ; wrong application of ei- 
ther, is hurtful: Laws would be well reſolved before Enacted, zud ill grounded, ill 
reſolved Laws would be Reſcinded ; ſuch as the Law of worſhipping the King's Image, 
under the pain of the fiery Furnace, Dan, 3. The Law diſcharging praying 0 any har 
the King for 30 days, under the pain of being caſt lato the Lions Dev, Dan. 6. The 
ſtrait Commands againſt Preaching in the Name of Jeſur, Af, 4; and 5. Many ſuch grieve. 
ons Liws have been made, under which the Lord's people has (marted ſore 4 and many 
has built themſelves upon their ruines, by the Laws of Fotfeirares 20d Fines, theſe 
would be reduced, which would eaſe the grieved minds of theſe beſt affeRed to the Co- 
vernment in the Nation, the doing whereof would make the Government lightſome « 


The gain of Oppteſſion has a Cnfſe in its boſom, there is @ Worm at the root of ſuch 
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Eoucrds, the belief whereof would make the Poſſeſſors of other mens Eſtates and goads, 
part with them withour a grudge, 

To prevent the making and Execution of bad Laws,and for the enacting and execution 
of wholſome Laws; it is the wiſdom of Kings to chooſe fingle-hearred,ſelf-denyed, and pi- 
ous men for Truſt, ſuch as prefer the Intereſt of thePrince of the Kings of the earth before a 
Kings iatereſt on earth;and thek ings intereſt before their own, 1nd the ſaving of their own 
Souls, before the raiſing of their Fortune, and advancing of their Honour. 

20, The wiſdom of Magiſtrats ſtands majnly in this, in bending their chief care about 
Religious concerns, promoting of Piety, advancing Zrons welfare; David (ays, Pſalm 
132. By Vow and by Oath, he would not come to the Tabernacle of his Houſe, nor go 
Bp into his Bed, nor give ſeep to his eyes, nor lumber to his eye-lids, unt ill he fonud 
a place for the Lord, an habitation for the u ighty God of Jacob, Pſal, 137. 8, 6, If 1 
forget thee, O Jeruſalem, let my right band forget her cunning ; that is, Let me never do a 
right turn, if [ do dot remember thee, Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; that 
is, Ler me never ſpeaka right word, if I prefer not Teruſalem above my chief joy. 

Firſt, You would promote Piety by your Commands, ſo did Aſs, 2 Cbren. 14. 2, 4. 
He did that which was goed and right in the eyes of the Lord his God: And commanded Judah 
ro ſeek the Lord God of their Fathers, and to do the Law and the Commandment, And Joſiah 
2 Chron, 34, He Covenanted the people to walk after the Lord. 

Secondly, promote Piety by the Example of your Perſons and Families, 1 will behave 
my ſelf, ſaith David, Pſal, 101. 1, 2, Ce. within my houſe with a perfe heart, nor 
would he ſuffer with him theſe who were Slaves to Vice and Immoralitics ; Magiſtrats 
would ſtody ſonnd Principles, and ſteer their Courſe by the Compaſs of the Word, as 
Jeſh.r.8,8 24, 15, They would deſign Gods glot y above all. Conſtantius the Father of 
Conftantine tryed his Courtiers wiicly ; who adhered to truth, he honoured them, who 
forſook Chrift,them he Degraded, and ſaid, who were falſe to God, would never be true 
to him: Auch depends upon Magiſt: ats perſonal carriage, and their Courts; Leaders 
of people eaſily cauſes them to err, [/a. 9. 16. One wicked man in Authority deſtroyes 
much good, Eceleſ, 9. 18. Their example is ſo powerful, 

Tairdly, Magiſtrats would encourage, ſettle and maintain a learned, pions, faithful 
and painful Miniſtry, men according to Gods own heart, who may feed his people with 
knowledge and underſtanding, Fer, 3-15. And not men according to their own humour, 
to ſtarve, or poiſon people. 

Fourthly, Magiftrats would promote the true Worſhip of God, aboliſhing all falſe 
— 4 and Monuments of Idolatry: Sedid the Godly Magiſtrats, 1 Chron. 2g, a Chron, 
17, Oc, 

Fifthly, Magiſtrats would have a fervent care, to order Seminaries of Learning, ſet» 
ling them with Able, Learned, Pious Men, It is an old trick of Rome, to poiſon the 
Fountains that the Stream may be mudded : Children ate the Semiuaties of the Church, 
and if the Seed be nought, the Crop is bad; they are in a great miſtake who think the 
ordering the Seminaries of Learning is « buſineſs purely Civil ; for Children ſhould be 
taught Piety with hamane Learningg young ones may get a Wramp, and a wrong ſet by 
bad Maſters, that many Miniſters will not cure; a new Veſſel ill ſeaſoned at firſt, ti: 

o wear it out; Its dangerous to ſuck in poiſon with milk, AS 
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Sixthly, Magiſtrats would have a ws care as to ſertle, ſo to preſerve the Hedge 
of true Government in Chriſts Church, as may beſt keep our the Wild Boar, that would 
corrept both Doctr ine and Manners ; having enlarged on this purpoſe the laſt Seſſion of 

Parliament, in che preſence of His Majeſties then High Commiſſioner, Igwe but a few 
ſhort hints now, Firſt I cold, that Church Goverument was no light matter, it's an Or- 
dinance of God, the Royal Diadem of Chriſt; he was a Martyr on this head; it was 
his Dirtay on the Croſs, 70h. 19+ 19. Feſus of Naxareth, K ng of the Jews, Secondly 
That there was a diſtinction between Ecclefiaſtick and Civil puwer, the Scripture cons 
demns Church-men ulurying Civil power, and States. men ulurpng Chur ch power, Third- 
ly, That Chi iſt, the alone Head and King of bis Church, hau appoinie-i a Form of Go» 
vernment, for puniſhing Scandals, inflifting Church.Cenſures, making Church» 
Canons, and has nor left it to mens Arbitriment to come and go upon them, 
no mans will being a ſtandart in this matter, Moſes might not alter a pin from the 
pattern ſhewed in the Mount, Ex,d. 25. 9. And if Moſes was ſaithſul in the Heuſe as a Ser- 
vant , much more Chi iſt as a Son, whoſe houſe we are. Heb. 3.5, 6. Fourthly, That 
in the 014 Teftament, there vvas a Church Goutrnment, diſtin from the State, the ſaine 
Reaſons abide for one in the N. T. Fifthly, I told you the end of Chutch Government was 
Spiritual, the perſecting of che Saiats, the Ediſy ing of the Body of Chriſt. Epb. 4,12.Sixth» 
ly , Thar for Circumfſia1cials of Government, general Rules, managed with prgdence, 
were ſufficient ; For Sabſtanrials, the Scripture is clear, which aone can alter, There 
be theſe five expreſly ſer down, 1. Church Officers as ye have them diſtinguiſhed, Paſfors, 
Teachers, Elders, Deacons. Eph, 4. 11. 1 Tbeſ. 5, 12, 1 Tim. 3. 19, Ac. 6. Cc. And not 
a Prelate mentioned among them all, 2/y, Church Courts and Judicatures, Mer. 18. 16, 
18, Tellthe Church, the A poſiles were members of ig, it was no Civil court. 3. Su- 
bord ination of leſſer Judicarures to greater, AR, 15, They came from Antiosh, to a more 
gener] Council at Jeruſalem, for Deciſion of a matter. 40. We have the order of proce» 
dure in relation ro Cenſure, Mat. 16. 26. Ge. Firſt, privac Admonition, then more 
publick. gl, The natural kind of theſe Cenſures, which is not Bodily, as taking away 
the Life or Goods, bur Spiritual, as Admonition, Reproof, c. Now there is a Charge gi- 
ven, to obſerye all theſe things inviolably, until Chriſt's ſecond coming. 1 Tim. 8. 21. 
x Tim. 6, 14. This Government, we hope, will be manadged with all Diſcretion and pru- 
dence, ſo as may beſt tend to the Edification of all, and irrication of none. 

This Gerernment we owne (and which we bleſs God this Honourable Court has 
owned and eſtabliſhed by Law) was owned by Ambaſſadors from moft of the reformed 
Churches in Exrope ar the Synod of Dort, to which all Subſcribed ſave two, Moreover 
it was ſwern to in this Nat ion about 100 years ago, by perſons of all Ranks: Beſides, Ir 
ſeem to prove it ſelf to be of God; Firſt, being moſt anſwerable to the ends foreſaid, of 
eſtabliſhing « Miniſtry, Eph, 4. 12. 2. Guarding beft againſt Vice and Prror. 3. Ir 
keepy Ordinances beſt from pollution, and the Church frem infeRion, 4. If ir be not 
moſt Witneſſed to, by the Spirits operation, in the conv ict ion, converſion, and conſoſs- 
tion of ſouls, let God and the World judge : Had we not been perſwaded of theſe rhings 
what fools would we have been, to have ſuffered one year, let be ſo many years, ſeverity 
on that acceunt, I judge they will net tell by hundreds it Scotland among the ſober, jun- 
di&ious, and ingenuons, who will ſpend their breath agaiolt this !ntereſt; and if any do, 


It 


, (1) 
it 15 moſtly theſe who induſge themſelves, and loves to be indulged in their luſts, and loves 


ſkowth and elbowsroom to fin without control, 

Chriſt will not deny Ceſcr his due, nor will Chrift want his owu, he will not endere the Pairing 
of the Priviledges of his Church, nor the Riraltnlog her lu the uſe of thut lutrinſiek Power, which 
bleſſed be God Is given In Scripture,and wes exerciſed 300. Years before there was a Chriſtian 
Magiftrat to owne her: And which Power Church Officers muſt uſe when Magiſtrats are Ene- 
mies, although they ſhould offend, and may ule when Maglſtrats are Friends, who will not ol. 
fend ; Iris ttue there li Reaſon to acquaint them with ſach occaſions, we give unto the Miglſtrat, 
wha: GOD gere them, « Cumulative Power to help the Church, aud they may call a Church 
Judicature to conveen; but we deny them, what GOD denies t em, Privacive Power to hurt the 
Church, and deprive her of her due; Megiſirats ſhould be Nurſing Fathers to encourage, aud 00 
Step- Fathers to — the Church. 

That Maglifirats of all Ranks ought to be Wiſe and Underſtanding Men, lu clear, they ſhould be 
able to diſcern Good and Evil; that they may rightly Time and Circumſtantlat the!r Aion. 


Dit. 1. 13. Eccleſ. 8. 3. It bs threatned #4 a Judgment, when Princes are Children and Babes jn 


Underfiandiog. 1/4. 3. 4, 5. David in his Prayer for Sole nen, (ayes, Lord, give hin « perſect heart. 
1 Chron:29.19. And in his bleſſing of him, Lord give thee wiſdom and underſtanding; 2 Chr. 22. 
12. And when God gave Solomon a Cholce, what was hisdefire ? 1 Kings 3. 9. Lord, give thy 
Servant an wnderflanding heart, to judge thy people, and diſcern het ten Good and Bad. 


There be three Reaſons why Magiſtrats ſhould learn Wildow. 1. Becau'e of the & they 
and Sons of 


bear by their Office, Imported In thelr Styles, namely, firſt. they are called Gods, 
God. Pſal. 82. 20. Saviours of the People. 7udg. 2. 16. Who ſhelter againft the Rage and 
Violence of the Wicked. 30. Fathers to the People, and Nurfing Bathers to the Church Gen- 
45. 8. Ia. 49. 23. Impo not only Power a — bur Tenderneſs, Care and Piry: 
4%. Heads of the Body Polltick. Nen. 16. That Influence the Body to dire and rule the Mem- 
bers. $/y. The cycs of a State, Job. 29. 15. To overſee the manners of a People. Gly. The 
Servants of God by way ef Emlnency, Zerem, 27. 6. To improve thelr Gifts for the good of the 
Common wealth. 919. Shepherd of the People, Numbs 27. 17. to Feed, Lead, Defend and 
Watch over them. 8ly. Healers of the People, to bind up thelr wounds. 1ſe. 3. 9. 9h Pillars, 
Cerner-ſiones, Foundatioos of the Laith. P/«l. 11. 3. Pſel. 78. 3. Ztch. 10. 4. Becauſe they 
unite and uphold the Building. 104%. Shlelds of the Earth. P/al, 47. laft ver. That ſhould 
protect God's Qrdigances and People in thelr Lives, Libertles and Eftates. 11/9. Overſeers, 
Prov. 6. 7, That arc carelu), that theſe under them live in Peace and Pierty, Lafily, They are 
called Coverts and hiding Places. Exch. 28. 10. That muſt refreſh and proreRt People under 
their ſhadow : All theſe (ay', Magiftrats have need tobe Wiſe Men. J 

A ſecond reaſon, becauſe of Gods ſeverity threatned in time ov ſuth in Otfice ay miſ-beheve, 
for Maglſtrats are neither above foſiruftion, nor without corre Aion, If they fall, Job. 12. 21, He 
pours conte pt upen Princes, and weakens the ſirength of the Mighty, pſ/. 110. $. He ſhall 
ſtrike through Kings in the day of bis wrath, Pſal. 76, 12. He is tervibie to the Kings of the Earth, 
be (hall cut off the Spirit of Princes. This ſhould Ir fluence Magilirats to leck after Wiſdom, con- 
fidering they have to do with him, who lu the Prince of rhe Kings of the Earth, Rev. 1. 3. Zlons 
King, to whom — ace all countable, fer We muſt all appear before the Tribunal of Chriſt, 
2 Cor. 6. 10. And all of you here muſt appear that day, no Mans H>nour or Office will procure 
a Diſpenſar|on for abſence from that Court, where he fodges without reſpect of Perſons. . Pet. 1. 
17. He accepts not the Priſon of Princes, he regards not the Rich nh the Poor, for the avs ali tit 
work of bis Hands, Fob. 34- 19. Take heed therefore aud be wiſe, He will notſa much auh, were 
you King, Duke, Marqueſs, Earl, Lord, Barron, Burges, as how behaved you in your Station and 
Truſt? And theſe who would Brawl and ſplt io his Meſſengers Face will be mute, when the Ma- 
fler reckons : hen the King came in, the man was ſpeechleſs, Matt. 22. 12. There may be ſome 
hearing me this dey, who will hang their Heads, aud fing dun b that day. 

At 


d Reaſon why Magiſirats necds Wiſdom, is, becauſe they are lyable to W — and 
angers; 
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Dangers; great Is thelr Tak to know the flate of theſe under them, to hear the plaſnts of the 
Foor, to repreſi the Inſolencles of the Proud, to Minifter Juffice to all. h God exalr 
them above others, yet are they Servants to SubjeRts, in that they watch for their Well and Safetie, 
Rom. 13. 13 4. They are the Miniſters of God, to People for their good : many are quick fight» 
ed to fee their Defe&s, who ſee nelther their Difficulties nor Dangers 4 every curbed Humdur, 
by fear of Panifhment frets againſt them z It's impoſſible for them to pleaſe all, they are in dau- 
ger from open Knemlcs, ſecret Male Contents, Fraud and Flattery Hazards them, as one faid, 

both Solltarineſi and Society arc dangerous to Prinecs, yea ſometimes they are not ſecure amidfi 

thelt Attendantss ſome have falnted. and laid down their Crowns and Honours, beceuſe of 

thafe things z but Plety and Prudence lu the beft Remedy, the more a Magiſirat be a ſecker of 
God, the more Wiſdom he ſhall find du that Fountaln, 1/c. 11. 2, The compleat Farniture of a 

Magifirat begins at the Spirit of the Lord, to reſt on him, and lu ſpecified in the Splrit of Wil. 

dom and Underftanding, the Spirir of Counſcl and Might, and cloſes with the Splrit of the fear 

of the Lord, ot true Plety: Piety and Prudence will help to exped Difficulties, and helps to Mo 

detatlon In Government, which makes it more durable; if Reboboam had hearkened to the mo- 

derat Counſel of the Antlents, belike he had keeped the ten Tribes to the Houſe of David : Plety 

and Prudence helps to Magnanimiry aud Courage, to Greple and Conflict with Evil, Kaemles. 

Di(fi-alrles, and Dangers; David _ with Goliath, Caleb with the Anabims, Pearl with Bonds 
and AM ions. The Righteous i made bold 43 & Lyon, Prov : 28. 1. His heart is eftabliſhed, truſting 

in the Lord, be will not be afraid untill be ſte bis det upon bis Entmies. Plal. 112.8, 1 will not 

be afraid of ten thouſends of the people that beſet me round. Pſal. 3. 6. I will not bt afraid tho an beſt 

encamp ageinfl me, Plal. 29. 3 Should ſuch 4 man 451 Hie, la Nebemiah che 6. 11. It h a Mercy, 

not only to be keeped ſafe from Danger, but quiet from the ſear of Evil, and this is the Privi- 

ledge of the Holy and Wiſe, who hearken to the Lord. Prov. 1. 33. You fee then that Holy 

Wiſdom is moſt needful to Magliſtrats on all theſe Accounts. 

Appl. 1 have two words to ſay to Magiſtrars, and People jolntly, 

Firſt, Ic is our wiſdom to pray and watch againſt theſe things amongſt us that are evil tokens, 
and threatens both Church and State with Judgments, upon the account whereof many Hearts 
trembles, 1. When men do not loath thelr own Hearty, for their unproſitableneſi under Ordls 
nances, but weary of them as their burden. ah. When men — the fear of the ſame God, 
are mutually contentioos, and continue to be ſoz when B re is broken, an idol Shep- 
herd ls ſet up. Zeck. 11+ 14, 15. 3½. Peoples breaking Vowes to the Lord, of cleaving to 
him In hs Ordipances, zud remalning Impenltert. 4/y When Additions are made to the Or- 
digance of Chriſt, by the inventions of men, 30. When people (eek to aboliſh ary Ordinance of 
Chriſt, either becauſe of ſome outward Evil they bring with them, or hope of ſome outward Ad- 
vantage by caſting them off 6ly. Mens driving the Lord Jeſus out of hls Ordinances by ſecret 
and (pirirual pollutlons thereof, e thet by ſecrer contempt and wear ueſs of them, or by unbroken» 
n:(s of heart ln the enjoy ment of chem, when people live not fo the dayly fenſe of an entreme 
need of Mercy, 70. When people go to Ordinances, end go not to the Lord of Ordinances, 
for the bleſſing. / When the People are unwilling and careleſs to receive the firouk, of the 
Eternal Power of the Life of Jeſus in thelr hearts, 9% When people do not only fin, but grow 
to that height ta caſt off all te prooſs, and chriſt-like admonitlons for fin. Ich. When Men caſt 
off ſecret Dread, Fear and Reverence of the Mayeſly , Dominion and Soveralgnity that God 
ſiamps on Authorky, 7ude. 8. and have low deſpiſing thoughts of Magiſirats, and feck to pluck 
the Sword of Revenge for fins, that hurt the common weelth, out of their hands, without which 
the greateſt Power and Aythorl'y is but a Vanity and Nulllty, 11/9, Whoredom and unclean» 
neſs, tho rife among us, fur which the Lord wil Judge. Heb, 13. 4. 12/5. Swearing and Cur- 
ſing, coorife alſo «mong all ſorts, profening the Lords holy Name, Men, and great Men thinks 
Oaths the flowriſh of chelr Diſcourſes, and that then they ſpeak with Power and authority 
But I tell them, be of what Quality they will, = are Gods enemies who take His Name in valog 
Pſalm 139+ 20. 13ly, Frequent, Famillary needleſs haunting with perſons: perverſe in 'pyio- 
ciples and praRlecs, by which many learn their way get a ſnaze to their Souly and partaking of 

thelr 


( 16 
ther fins, receive of their plagues's Prov. 22, 25. is 18, 4. This has bech the deck break © 
this Generarion; Prov, 13+ 20. by which compynions of Hon eve been deftroyed, 144%. Muc 
unrenenied of gullt in the Periecurers of thele bygone years ; | am afraid till there be more re 
ſentrurnt ot theſe thiggss Gods wrath will nor be pecitied. We nave been deeved with the noi 
of (ome. abufirely called, the Clergy their Suffering: In Pamphiccs with Arreſtarions jaſily jealouſed 
which til be overchrown ere long by a true Relacfon ; I am nor (peaking by way of Approbatiot 
of Injuries. But ho render the Cquiciences of Authors are, you may conjeQure from their wide 
ſpeaking; Ukening their Flex bit Suffcriogs ( in compariſon of ours ) to the Dragooning lo Frence 
What ſhall 1 ay; it weuld conſume time, to reckon up ſo much as the kinds of rhe Sofferlugs w 
have becu tryſted wich. Some of all Degrees, and ſome of the beſt Qualityz ſhaghd deep 
ly io Sufferiog, eren unto Blood, Banifhment, and confinement, and Imp: iſonment; and Mini 
ſters among others to pave the way to Prelacy, and make Its lutroductlon the more eafie, ar.d a! 
the Miniiers of Edinburgh, fave one (who had little cauſe to boaſt of any outward advantage b 
Conformity) ſummarly warned by the States to remoye from their Charges, without Citation or 
Accuſation, and by the daſh of one A t a little after, about 300 Miniſters removed from thelr (on 
—— wl haut Citatlon or Accuſation. It were eaſie for me to prove the ſufferings of four o 
ive Precbyterian Minifiers,to ſurpaſs what a hundred of them has met with: What ſhall I ſay © 
the Sufferings before, and in the year 1666? a few pages I that once forbidden Book Naphtal; 
will far ſurmount all the Accounts of their Sufferings, whar' vaſt ſums of money exacted, pillaging 
of houſes, preferring their Dogs to the children of the Family, in fharing of the provifions of the 
houſe, beſides unheard of Barbarities, Mockings, Tbreatnings, when the people went about th 
Worſhip of God ? t. And the ſhedding of the blood of many; and fince that time, what Ia 
tercommuning of many, denylng them the uſe of things uſeful and comfortable, lome of whom wer 
— circumftanthr, bilod and impriſoned, who could not move for their own rellef, cruc 
Impriſonment in unwholeſome Priſons, Miniſters and others, ſome ſeveral months, ſome ſevers 
years, two, three, five, ſeyen, ſome eleven years in Priſon, which uſage has occaſioned Diſeaſes 
and the death of many, and nota few Miniflers and others, dy lng in their Priſons, for whom 
Intreacles could prevall, for getting them out of priſon, where they might bave been better atten 
ed, many ſhut up in clols Priſons, and uo caule made known, and one among the reſt above 2c 
ſhut up. lor 13 weeks whereof his nent relarions not admirred to (ee his Face, nor ſo mach + 
ſpeak to him through the lock of the Door, though he was fn great lodiſpoſitlon, ocne allowed te 
do him any ſervice, and to this day the cauſe never fignified; what Finings, Confinings, Forfeſtures 
and Banifhments, what Tortures, and unheard of Tortures, and ſome of theſe multiplied upor 
one perſon, and men without bowels bcholding them Tormented. What killlog in cold blood 
and women execute meerly for their Opinion, who were no 1dolatrrs,nor abertors of Ide! ſore 
after Sentence, nor getring leave to draw their breath before execution ; what barbarous beathn 
of Drums at Scaffolds ? what huntlog of Miniſters and others like Pertridges on the Mountalr 
ulght and Day, lying whole Nights, Summer and Winter in woods, and open fields? What vie 
lent driving of Famllles from their Houſes, driving, and ſelling of thelr Goods and Cartel, layin 
many Families waſte, violent inrruding, poſſeſſing their Houſes, Lands, and Goods, withou 
any ſentence In Law ; There be hurdreds of u::queſtionable witneſſes of all theſe thing 
What Cruel Urging the Conſclences of People, Men and Women (who had but a free Corrage 
with a Bond to give ſuch and ſuch len, and others, not ſo much as a Nights Lodging, or 
meal of Meat, which appeared to be heavy on the Conſclences of meny ( overtaken with th 
Temptation) that when awakned they had no reſt till they made a publick Confeſſion, hefor 
Congregatioos of People, I knee Miniſter (peak to above go of them, who with Grief and Te 
confeſſed their Guilt before the People; At one Meeting 39. Men, and Womed, not above tw 
known to the- Mintſier before, reſolving their appearance, roſe up In all quarters crying, Guiltie 
Guiltie, What Exorbiceant Exaftions, and Vaſt Summs before ſome Noble Men and Gentle 
mens Families could be Relieved by any accels to their own Kſtatesz not to (perk of the B. 
berous Highland Hoſt y nor of that Violent Preſſing of the Oath of the Teſt, ( a perplexing Oath 


— — — — 


24%½ | would (ay another word to Maghſtrats and People Jointly, prove your w dom by the 
Frults of It, and 1 give you & Proof lu the Apoſtles words, which yu m wpcr, James g 17. 
The 144/dom that iv from above is h Part, then Pracablt, Guile, and tafit 14 be fnittaicd joll of Mercy, 
d good Fruits, without Partiality, and without . 
I ſnrended to have preſſed on the People the lr ducifull reſpe cti to Magifirary, Supreme ind Sub» 
ordiust, upon e Apoftles grounds. 1 Pet: 3. 13. 14+ &. Firſt, for the Lords (+kr, and that 
Honour and M, Chrift ſtamps on them. 20, Becauſe they are in the Lords room to do his 
work, in Puniſhing it does, ad rewarding theſe that do well; H this Power be 2buſcd,thy ruſt 
anſwer to him. 39, Becauſe this is the will of Chriſt, «od the way to flop the Mouths of fcollfh 
Men. 4%½% This is our Liberrle and would not be uſed 84 f cloak of Llcentiouineſi, we owe to them 
fit reverence, and that io our Minds not to Curie him In our th ts, Eccleſ. 10, 20. la our 
Words not to rail ageinfi him, As: 23, 5. The Authorltie of Magi\ſirats is very tender In cur 
geliures, the Women of Tab ſtoops to the ground, 2 Sant 14, 4+ % We owe obedience in 
the Lord, from which Charch-Men are not cxeemed, 1 Pet: 2, 13. Nn, 13, f. If they Com- 
mind what Is croſs to the Lords mind, we muſt ſerve them with Peters anſwer , we eehte ts obey 
Ged. rather than Man; Aﬀis 3, 29. 30 We oe them Fidelity both to thelr perfor t avd Avthork 
ty, 4% Weowe them ald and help, firſt, by falthfull counſel and 2dvice, when called for, and 
diſcovery of ſecret Tremles and plots. 2. By our Eflates, pevlog cuſlom , Rom: 13, 7. 3/9. By 
our per fons «liſting them, both — Countrey Rebe's, ard Forraign «nc miles, and when called 
' for to venture our Lives for them In peace and war, 2 Som: 21,19. 2g. 16. 40 By our prayers, 
a Tin. 2, (1) Becauſe they neither ſtand nor fall ic the mleives, Magere, eſpe So- 
reralgm, arc the pylars of s Kingdow + Lit mo (meite v7 Saal but once, Mid Abifhal, ad the 
kingdom (hall be thine , and ihe vidio thing, 82 26, 8, 80 fad Abitboybel,let me faite Ling 
Das 


* 
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DAR; Wd 11641 b. ned ts ther, 4 S 27 2. - When Aead. died, r 
py rad od re chan before, hut yer it — — — 2 only ie 
7 etpectey Ahe Suprede, W r 
| uf wa yur ——— on thehr a Ape - 
ald to the King, Thos ſhalt not ge forth with xs any more to baitlt, len thou inch the light « 
thetl, jor chen art wirth tes theaſend, 2 San. 18. f. 2 Sam. 21. 1). We ſhould. be earnefi,te 


y Magiſtrates may be Religlous, bectule of rhe, power of thejr Examyle 40 good or el thel 
irs paſt corrant for vertwei and becomes a faſhion, -when the King of Sbec ht yeclded to ci 
cies, A At the whole Cy. Hollowed : Be a Prince ncvet ſo great for Command, he 

mts ple, det not wur King andrJudges want our Prayers. 
Le et that ye Studie W iv God's Matters apd Mens alſo, both ar 
required $ Matters and not otherwHeprudent, then ic they fitter 


fot the vine chan the Cn if they be Prudent and Policick.onfy,znd not Plaus, then are they 


Itter to be of Febel; where d weh Confufion, then of Jeruſalex, yhere God's Glory bs: be 
exrefiill that God be honoured in the Narton, that abuſes; and Errours in Religiop be rcto:med, 
Pro moteri thereof ,” and Scfhicets ;* Hdoddtcnancedand puniſhed, aud that the Purky and Ttuch 
' of Do he prampted ind mualntsined, zecording to the Example of God!y, Kings, 2 Chr. 3. 
4 1s, 12; 19, 6. Talks ih word de purely Breached,that the good Things caught, and c ſtabli- 
fh for the precious O-dimances bf: Chris, he defended by Law, and donc, t he bath # Iv. 
2 Chron. 18, 8. 11, That the Wicked and Proſane be Dilcountenanced and Pup:ſhed, the 


: 6 mala of Subjects does great hare to Gracious Kings, and cends to che ſhprjning of tk ir 
Nr | 


Ther I would preſy Magifirates ro fludie 2 great ſoſight in affairs that concerns Honefly and 


1 7 David had 2 good Inſigiit in Matters as an Ange! of God, (eelyg Good apd Evil, 4 San. 
14. 


ann diſcerned Which waz the tree Mother. 1 Kings 91 Magiſtrates ſhould provide that 


People lead f Peaceable' #nd quit Life, in «ll Godlineſs and Honefiy, ' a Tim. 2. Then I would 
preſs 


ou Magiſtrates to fludy a good Forefight of Dangers ,- ro protect the People, prevens, or 


_ Wiſely divert chem. They maſt endeavovr to defend agalnſt ali Lnemies, Saul had little Forefight, when 
David found him . — nad ſhes 12 — 4 a" 

Ther Kings m 1 better Capa or this, they m e Revenues, called, Fare 4, 13+ 
rcd Eee, Sofas ties of thee Revenue 


rite, in n ch three cal Words, imports the Properties of thele Reveru:s 
exacted of che People, that they ſhould BYWoderar according to the Peoples AbVity, wichour Rat- 
tiallcy, Tavererate, or Anchen, e far or ſo long, a3 the Commen fiate: requjres, and no more ; 
for the ſalet of the Kipg ly rhe ſafery of the Compen-wea!, the ſalety of the Commen wel bs a Law 
bye all Laws, fuch FE ates, or Cuſtoms, call them as you will, arc as negeflary to uphold a 
Statezus blood in the velus for conſerving the Life. We nult diſtinguiſh between the time of Peace 
and the rime of War, eſpeclally when Lives, Liberries,and Religion, are at the Stake, our hearts 
mult be ſularf ed without grudge, to make a liberal Offering, better venture much than 5 
But if by Oppreſſion'extreme Exadions be collected or publiek moncy be Dilapidar by Self ſeeking 
Men, they my reſolve to ſmart for it at the hands of h, Lord: There have been old and frequent 
Cumplaints of miſ mabagemeots, when publick Money þ44 either been be ſtowed on men to uphold 
ele debiuches to comume it on their Lofts, to uphold unlimited Luſis and Defigrs of others ; 
eſpecially there has been complaints of Offi:ers of Armies, either xhthhobiing Cue p ent from 
theſe ſo Arms, . or purtinę Pay In their Pockets, and mein 8 ſhew ofa VilLap at « Muſter, that 


diſappeared in the dy of Burtle, 
= Lee wort hits. T Incline not by Pangyrichs ro offend your modeſt cats, whole praiſe will 
be 


u the Church : But we bleſs Bod, wc have ch a King and Quegp eue, Ove un, and ſpch 
7 e of zhefr Maſeſtjes ſo 18's Hor oute hie Court, and;fo mary le and worthy A 


415015 in this Aflemb'y, who beit iend the Varereſts.of our Tord, who de Ouherways minded, we 


pray che Lotd tevcal it to theq 5 but ſure vere they better aoquaine with our Maſter they wanld 
ſoon ch:ng - their minde,' We blcſf the; Lord, aud we blels you from the Losd, wich gut pages 
wor 


1 foms Surprige which ſome of the ſoher Conforgiſts 


; Hul. Prov. 13-119, 19. Thee are 
two things, 1 would defire of this Henourahle Court, The {3s that whe. may gives 1 
tothe thing thet is done may be forborn, thet Truth be porahuled by pe 
this were to love aur eaſe more then God, and his produced fad Efefts, and in ſome 


aces of the Word. There being no perſecution The Txerciſed, and for curkt 2 kpaw 
phe Cincended. by Church nor wren the mu neee, kne 


Aſclylos:Je is undet prevence for foorh.of tender - 
neſs ofCanlelence:how tender they are God 6 lags, the World Ie yu fare lo- 
come and difiewper, whichT epprefiend. ſton what jz;lmplyed/in thelr . ofiſome u D 
to Introduce ſome Novelties,” and Forms In the Worſblp of God, which the Chusch ce deer 
endure, nor durfi they adernmre on It» their prexte ight and freedom, lthouph (arvie nw 
preſume. contrare to our Conſeſti on of Faith , which If 1. gpl nor. OWA. DO het Boch ter de 
Rule of Worſhip, bot the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſlament. This ſcruple they expreſs, 
they cannot joyn in the Sacrament of the Supper with theſe who wants Epriſcopel Ordioation, where · 
as they have for many years joyned with Conformiſts, that were never Resordeined: It's appre= 
hended by many judiclous, to be a myſſery of iniquity, to endanger both Church and Stare, and 
8 ſhadow under which would fhrud vice and error: And beyond queſtion, would nd 

etpetuat a Schiſm in this church; They had wont to ſlander Non-conformiſts as Echiſwaricks 3 

ur the reaſon is not alike, for Pregbyteriens did ſtand thelr ground, and owned their Principles 
ſince the Reformarlon from Popery by Presbyters, So the Schiſm firſt and laſt is on their fide, this 
Tolleration would be buried under the Oak. 

There is another thing the: j would beg of the Honov court, deſide the care of ordering 
avd purging the Seminaries erning, the removal of Pets, bor that we mean the injuring 
any In their juſt Ciel! > Propertles , —_— the firſt Original was good, todefend the 
church and her Goods ; Net the uſur patlon over the Church did ſpring from a bad Fountain, and 
the conſequence has been deſtructive to the Church, and a grievous bondage, many Sed provebing 


fios has followed on Ir, Simoniacal compatts ; It has been the ſourſe of » Godlefs 1niufficient Miz ' 


niſtey, we would not have you to prig with R —— — 
neſs on the one hand, nor envy on the other, {hall hinder the removing of h r e; Two wor- 
thy Minifters have written on this Subject, Mr, Rale, and Mr, Park, ſo # may (athfie and give 
Light to theſe that will not ſnut thelr Eyes. 

Honourable Worthies. what was ſaid to the Princes of Vel, 1 Chron. 22.19. ly to you, Now 
ſet your brave 2d ſoul to ſtek the Lord your God 53 wiſe therefore, and build the ſanfluary of the Lord 
God, 1 Cor.1h, laſt verſe, Be ſtedſaſt, immovable, always abounding in the werk of the Lord, for as 
much as yt bnow that your labour ſhall not be in vain inthe Lord : Reformarion ends dot in © ntem- 
platlon, but in action: Be nor fIothful in bufineſs, forget not to do as ye have been taught ; ye 
want not your care and troubles: But what (ald David. 1 Chron: 22. 14 Now Btbold, in my trouble, 
I bave prepared for the houſt of the L an hundred thouſand talents of Gold and 4 thouſand theoſand 
talents of filvtr, end of braſs and iron without weight - neither war, nor any other buſioels, could 
hinder him from chis work. 


Minde the exawple of the 7ews, when flizced up to bulld the Temple, Fare 3 1. They ay 


ö ' — — Freren 
tot i het v Have de for the houſe of the Le the hone we han. ther whot . 

he done., ſhell be done, though hope deferred  hegrr dick, han hem che 

ite Tree of Life the defire eccomplſhed js ſect tor 


erering of ſuch 3 Talletatdon as we heard ofiile 


not, we muſt fir ft bulld he Walls of Jerafalim, to bold out the eremy. but the Text ys, They ' 


began to build tht bouſt of God, and with them were Prophets of the Lord helping them, they were 
not full four vears ip bivlding of the Temple, and It great Chrono/arrrs be not far miflaken, the 
Temple was fi:ithed 23 years before the Walls of Zeru/a/em were tinithed, 1 am far from meaning 
your Affection ſh be cooled to the Laws, Liberties, perce and ſaſety of the Km: 1 world 
only warm out ons, with the Ze] of a through Reformation, go on, and improve, where- 
to ve have alr "traloed, and the I. ord ſhall be wih you, end the bleſſing of Oed. d- and 
his houſe, ſhall feſt upon you and yours. 1 Chron, 13 14- Confider the ex ent of that Being, it 

| ; wat 


OT OT, ww 
that 05 
4 Caron: 26. 9. In four, . 
of God, 34. Bleiſed with [neblement te 
men of vatour, for the tervice of : 
and - 


R through 
d with ſeryarſon, Increaſe, 7 conformable i 
| Sanftuary for God, now Got py ne | 
Action: and Undertakings are blefled, 
fare the better for him, he becomes ite of Heaven. 
for others. 1 Ar be ſome who hear me this day, 


you mighc them, 1s ncarty prayer to God 
of * turn your bark, eh ye ſee the Cape 


and Fare be towards the Houſe of God, fre will te 


